; „ 
i COT ebe egi src 8 


4 Nea-Tears-Gif? to T. _m_ 


___otoe 


— 


SERMON! 
Pr 


each'd at Leiceſter, © 


aa 


: 
> 
6 
5 
2 


January the 1ſt, 1713. 
To Young _— 


By Jon GREENE. 


— 8 

LON O N. Þ 

© Printed by P. Gwillim in Auſtin-Fryars, 
for obs Clarke at the 752 and Cromn 5 


in the Old- Change, and Simon Marten: 
Bookſeller in Leiceſter, L763. 


GY 


. 4 


29 Sonnen Se 5 


i 


1 
Matthew Simons, Eſq; 


SIR, 0 


Am apt to think, that there is not a 
greater Difference in the Life that 
now is, between one Chriſtian and ano- 
ther, than there will be in that which is 
to come. Some are in à higher, others 
in a lower Station here; ſo will it be here- 
after. in 
And certainly the preſent State 15 not a 
Pattern of the future. Some that ſerve 
God in this, in a mean Condition, foall en- 
Joy him in the other, in the higheſt Man- 
fions of Bliſs. Ther light Affliction, 
which 1s but for a moment, worketh for 
them a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of Glory. And ſo on the other 
band: Some that are high here, Gall be 
A 2 low 


"DEDICATION. 
low there. They ſhall be ſaved; yet fo 
as by Fire: And they ſhall ſuffer Loſs; 
the ih of thoſe heights of Heaven, that 
others reach. Aud as to many, they may 
keey the ſame Rank and Order, when they 
come to the World above, that they mere in 
while here below. | | 

It hath pleaſed God, Sir, to place you 
high: Tou have a Name among the Migh- 
ties; and among the firſt Three, rather 
than the Thirty. God hath lengthened 
ou your Life to a good Old Age; given 
you a plentiful Eſtate: And few have that 
Honour that you have; that true Honour, 
that flows from perſonal and real Worth; 
and which not only challenges outward Re- 


ſpect, but commands from the Beholders 


an inward Veneration and Eſteem. I hat 
SIMPLICITY and GoDLY SINCERITY, 
in which, by the Grace of God, you have 
had your Converſation in the World: 
I hat great Wispou and PRUDENCE, 
you have made full proof of, in managing 
the Concerns of this . e: Tour happy and 
uncommon DEXTERIT v, in preventing and 
making up of Differences between Neigb- 
baurs: I beSWEETNEss and GOODNESS 


of 


| 


. 
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of your TEMPER: Dur HUMBLE and Ar- 
FABLE CARRIAGE to the Meaneſt : Tour 


CHarITy to the Poor: And (in a word) | 
your EMINENT USEFULXESS, vot only to 


private Perſons, but the whole Country, 


have given you a Name better than pre- | 


cious Ointment, and your Memory will 
be bleſſed. | 3 

It ſhou'd therefore, Sr, be your Care 
to be as Great and High, above other 
Chriſtians in the future and eternal State, 
as you are in tb. 


2 bene leid « ſolid Foundation for 


that, in the early Dedication of you ſelf 
| 


to God; which, in the following Diſcourſe, 


Jam teaching and perſwading YouTH 


to dh. | 

Wherefore, leaving the Principles of 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, go on unto Per- 
fection ; coveting earneſtly the beſt Gifts; 
the moſt lively, vigorous, tlaming Graces ; 
always abounding in the Fruits of Righte- 
ouſneſs; and diligentiy improving the Ta- 
lents God has intruſted you with, for the ad- 
vancing his Intereſt in the World, and for 
the good of others; thoſe eſpecially that 
are of the Houſhold of Faith. For & 


a 


\ 
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an Entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you 
abundantly into the Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: And you 
ſhall ſhine there as the Brightneſs of the 
Firmament, and as the Stars for ever 


and ever. 


T hat God wou'd prolong your Life for 
farther Service; that his Mercy and Good- 
neſs may follow you to the end of it; and 
that, when your Work 1s done, you may be 
counted worthy of this high Calling, # 
the hearty Prayer of, 18 


HonovkeD Sis, 


Your moſt Obedient Servant 
in the Lord, 


JohN GREENE 
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7 My Son, give me thine Heart. 

* N this Book, Solomon has his Eye on Toung Per- 
10 ſons, he deſign'd it chieſty for their Uſe and 


Inſtruction, to give to the LouNO Man Know- 

ledge and Diſcretion, Chap. 1. 4. Proverbs are ge- 

neral Rules of Life, gather'd from Obſervation 

and Experience, compriſed in ſhort and pithy 

Sentences, that they may the more eaſily be re- 

membred, and be the readier to be put in pra- 

ctice: And tho' they may indeed be ſerviceable to 

all, yet, it is certain, Toung Perſons have the moſt 

Occaſion for them, having made the leaſt Obſer- 

vation themſelves, and having the leaſt Experience 

of their own. And there's no doubt but the Wiſe 

Man makes uſe of the words, My Sox, ſo fre- 

E: [quently as he does in this Book, to ſtir up Tong 

Perſons to hearken diligently to what he ſays. I 

ſhall therefore take it for granted, that he ſpeaks 

to ſuch 1n the Text, and 1n this View ſhall I con- 
ſider it. | | 

The Perſon ſpeaking, is Solomon; but he ſpeaks 

in God's Name, and as his Ambaſſador : He ſeeks 

not your Hearts for himſelf, but for God. And we 

alſo are Ambaſſadors for God, as tho God did beſeech 

you by us, we 19 you to give him your Hearts. This 

w. [5 the Errand I now come upon: This the Meſſage 


I am 


. 


[2] 

Iam ia God's Name to deliver to the Youth of this 

Congregation. Unto you, O Young Perſons, do I call, 

and my Voice is to the Children of Man, Give GOD 

Your Hearts. There are none, that are on the 

Lord's fide, but will bid me God-ſpeed in this Work. 
I ſhall, | | 

I. Shew what it is to give God our Hearts. 

II. Lay before you ſome Rules to be obſerv'd in 
the doing of this. And 5 

III. Endeavour, by ſome proper Arguments, to 
perſuade you to it. ON 

1. I am to ſhew you what it is to give God our 
Hearts. | 

The Heart is put figuratively for the whole Mun; 
and therefore to. give God our Hearts, is the ſamt 
with the giving our ſelves to him: Which is what 
he expreſly requires, Rom. 6. 13. Tield your ſelves 
unto God. 

Three things this may imply, 

Firſt, To give our Hearts to Gop, or, which is all 
one, to give our ſelves to God, is to give him our 
kigheft and beſt Affections: It is to Love Gop with 
all our Heart, and with all our Soul, and with at 
our Mind. When we look on Gop as the Chief 
Good, as the Fountain of all Good, and eſteem him 
above all Things, above all the World, above 
Life it ſelf, and deſire him more than all, and are 
for cleaving to him, as our Reſt and Portion, our 
—_—_— our All, we have given him our Hearts. 
An | | 
This is what Gop calls for from Young Perſons in 
the Text. My Son, give me thine Heart; give me 
thy Love: Gob wou'd have this, who beſt deſerves 
it. He wou'd have you Love Him above all ; He 
will bear no Rival; Nothing muſt come in Compe- 
tition with him for your Love; He muſt have the 
higheſt Place in your Hearts, and other things mult 


bow co him, and be lov'd no more than he allows of. 
Tis 
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This is the firſt and great Commandment. And, 


* which is the Fruit of this, {rb 


| Secondly, To give God our Hearts, or, to give our 

ſelves to him, is, to be at his Service; it is to be 
his willing People, willing to ſerve him to the ut- 
moſt, and to make it our main buſineſs to pleaſe 
him. This is join'd with the Love of God, Deut. 
10. 12. And to love him, and to ſerve the Lord thy 
God, with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul. 

Be not deceived, God is not mocked : He has not 
your higheſt and beſt Affections, if you are not his 
Servants. He has your Love, ro whom you yield your 
ſelves Servants to obey, whether of Sin unto Death, or 
of Obedience unto Righteouſneſs. What! Love Gop, 
and not be for ſerving Him! It is impoſſible. There 
can be no true Love to God, where there is no ſin- 
cere Obedience. If a Man love me, he will keep 
Words, John 14. 23. We do but Complement God, 
in ſaying, we love Him above all, when we are not 
for ſerving Him above all. We may ſpeak our 
Neighbour fair, when he is Cold and Hungry, but if 
we give him not thoſe things which are needful to the 
Body, what doth it profit? We do but prove our 
ſelves Hypocrites. In like manner, we may ſpeak 
God fair, and tell him, we love him above all; but 
if we are not for pleaſing him above all, what doth 
it profit? What ſignify ſuch empty Profeſſions of 
our Love? Can it be ſuppos'd, the Searcher of 
Hearts ſhou'd believe us? You may as well talk of 
a Spring that ſends forth no Water, as of Love to 
God in one that is not at his Service. So that this 
is another thing God calls for from young Perſons 
in the Text, My Son, give me thine Heart; that 
is, do you be at my Service. Your Souls ſhou'd 
anſwer, O Lord, truly I am thy Servant, I am thy 
Servant. You ſhou'd yield your ſelves Servants to 
God, Submit to God, as your rightful Sovereign 
and Lord: Let his Spirix be your Guide, his Word 

B your 
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your Rule, his Glory your End, and reſolve to live 
to him. Thus it will be, if God has your Hearts. 

Thirdly, To give God our Hearts, or to give our 
ſelves to him, is to be entirely at his diſpoſal; tis 
to ſay in ſincerity, Here I am, let God do with me 
as he pleaſes; nor my Will, but his be done: The Lord 
ſhall chooſe my Inheritance for me. 

We are not at God's Service, if we are not 
willing and defirous to be at his Diſpoſal. The 
Fleſh may he for murmuring at the Determina- 
tions of God concerning us; but if we are his Ser- 
wants, the Spirit, the Grace of God in. the Soul, 
will defire to ſubmit to them, and to be well 
ſatisfied with them all. Obedience to God is 
Paſſive, as well as Active; and when God in his 
Providence ſays, Be this, or be that; Stand thou 
there in that difficult Poſt, or<ſit thou here in this 
low Place, and our Hearts ſay No; there is the 
ſame Rebellion againſt his Will, as when he ſays, 
Do this, or do that, and we tell him, We will nor. 
We ſet up our own Humours and Inclinations 
for our Rule; in oppoſition to God, and his Lam, 
juſt as much in one Caſe, as we do in the other. 
And therefore, the not being at- God's Diſpoſal, 
argues the want of Love to him, as well as the not 
being at. his Service. 

This then is another thing which God requires 
of Toung Perſons in the Text: Ah Son, give me 
thine Heart ; be willing to be what God wou'd have 
thee to be; to be in that State and Condition in 
the World, that God ſees fit to put thee into : Say, 
with reſpect to his Providences, as well as Precepts, 
Not my Will, O Lord, but thine be done. 

Thus you ſee the Meaning of the Phraſe in the 
Text, Give me thine Heart : It is as much as to ſay, 
G:ve God your Souls ; Tield your ſelves to him; 


Love God above all; Serve him above all; and be] 


willing that Ic ſhou'd do with you, as ſcemeth him 
gold. Tam 
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2. 'To lay before you ſome Rules to be obſery'd 
in the giving your Hearts to God. | | 
This is a Buſineſs of great Importance, and there- 
fore we had need take care about doing it. If this 
be not well done, nothing elſe in Religion can be ſo. 
The Building can't be as it ſhou'd be, when there 
is an Error in the Foundation. Let the firſt Rule 
therefore be this: 

15, Do not ſet about this in your own Strength, 
but look to God to aſſiſt you by his Spirit, in the 
giving your Hearts to him. We are not ; 
ſufficient of our ſelves to think any thing, 2 Cor. 3. 5, 
as of our ſelves, but our Sufficiency is of | 
God. You muſt be. ſenſible of this, and pray, that 
God wou'd undertake for you, and work in you to 
will, and to do of his good Pleaſure. Never is any 
Duty ſo well done. as When wer have the moſt affect- 
ing Apprehenſions of our own' Weakneſs, and the 
greateſt Dependance, in the doing it, on God, and 
his Grace. The Reaſon of this is obvious; God 
reſiſteth the Proud, but giveth Grace to the' Humble, 
Jam. 4. 6. 87 1 

It is a Toten for Good, that you will indeed give 
your Hearts unto God, when ſetting about this, you 
ſay within your ſelves, © Lord, I know not hom to 
© give my Heart unto thee; fain I wou'd be thine ; 
©1 wou'd now become thine by my own Act and 
© Deed; but ſuch is the Treachery and Baſeneſs of 
© this wicked Heart of mine, that I fear it will de- 
©ceive me; I dare not truſt it: Lord! do thou 
© help me by thy Grace; be ſurety for thy Servant for 
good; Oh! make me willing, heartily willing, to 
e thine; let me be ſincere in what Jam now 
doing; let my Heart be right with thee, and ſted- 
© faſt in thy Covenant: My Eyes are unto thee, O 
© Lord God! be merciful to me, and work in me 
that which is well-pleaſing in thy ſight : In thee do I 
* truſt; let me not be aſhamed: It is (I ſay) 42 

| B 2 Token 
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Token for Good to us, where this 1s the Language of 
our Souls. 

It- may be, there's more need to take notice 
of this to Young Perſons, than others; becauſe, 
generally ſpeaking, they have had the leaſt Ex- 
perience of the Corruption and Deceitfulneſs of 
their own Hearts, and ſo are moſt apt to truſt 
in Themſelves, and in their own Strength. Do 
you ſee, that you depend on God for the Aſſiſtance 
of his Grace, in this Work, the giving your Heart: 
to him. And then, 
| 2dly, Depend on the Merits and Mediation of 
Chriſt Jeſus for your Acceptance in it. Of all thoſe 
Gifts, that we preſent to God, this of our Hearts 
is the moſt pleaſing to him; He prefers this to all 
Burnt Offerings, and Sacriſices; tis of more Value 
with him, than Thouſands of Rams, or Ten Thouſands 
of Rivers of Oil: But even this Gift will be ax Abo- 
mination to him, and go up as an ill Savour into his No- 
ſtrils, if it is not preſented with an Eye to Chriſt, 
and perfumed with the Incenſe of his Merits. What- 
ſoever ye do (ſays the Apoſtle, Col. 3. 17.) in word 
or deed, do all in the Name of the Lord Feſws. By him 
let us offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God, Heb. 13.15. 
There is the ſame Reaſon, that by him we ſhou'd 
offer our Selves to God. 

When doing this, you ſhou'd ſay, © Here, Lord, 
©I come to make a Deed of Gift of my ſelf to thee; 
come to offer thee my Love, my Service; all! 
© can do, all I am, and all I have: But will God 
© be pleaſed with me? Will he regard my Perſon? 
© So baſe, ſo vile a Preſent is this, that it is not 
© in the leaſt fit for, or worthy of thine Accep- 
* tance: But for Chriſt's ſake, for thy Sox's ſake, 
© for the ſake of his moſt precious Blood, his 
© Death and Sufferings, his Merits and Interceſ- 
* ſion, let me find Grace in thy Sight, O Lord! 


© and receive this at my hand. Thus muſt you 
Plead 
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Plead with God, when you give him your Hearts. 

3dly, Yon muſt give your Hearts your ſelves to 
God, in the moſt Serious and Solemn manner. No- 
thing calls for a greater Compoſure of Mind, than 
this does; if ever we ſhou'd be ſerious, we ſhou'd 
be ſo when we are doing this. This, the Giving 
our Hearts to God, is a Buſineſs of the greateſt Mo- 
ment and Importance of any whatever; and a 
trifling careleſs Temper very ill becomes thoſe 
that are engaging in it. If I ſhou'd miſtake here, 
(may your Souls ſay) *and deceive my ſelf in this 
© matter, and think that I have given my Heart 
to God, when I have not done it, I may be miſe- 
© rable to all Eternity; and ſhall I not be very ſeri- 
© os, and in earneſt, when about this? 

Men do not trifle, are not careleſs, when they 
make their Wills, and diſpoſe of their Eſtates; 
witneſs the awful Preface to them, In THz Namsy 
oF Gop, AMEN; and ſhall there be any thin 
like Trifling and Careleſneſs, when you are dit 
poſing of your Souls, which are more worth thau 
all the World? Thoſe know not what they are 
doing, who are not Serious in this, and do not 
ſtir up every Power, ever Faculty, to aſſiſt them 
in it. All that Lightneſs, which is ſo common in 
Touth, ſhou'd be laid aſide, when you go about 
this work. 

4thly, Let this be done Conſiderately and Adviſed- 
ly: You muſt neither act raſbly nor blindiy in this 
Affair: It muſt be the Reſult of your Calm and 
Sober Thoughts, and a Rational and Prudent Action. 
Young Perſons are apt to go hand over bead, as we 
ſay; too too often they are govern'd by Paſſion, 


„and not conſidering the Nature and Circumſtances 


of what they are doing, they repent of it, many 
times, as ſoon as they have done ir. Let it not be 


ſſo here: And therefore fit down firſt, and count the 


oſt, whether you have ſufficient ro finiſh it. Weigh 


things 


ll 


. 
things well with your ſelves, in the Ballance of 
Right Reaſon, and in the Ballance of the Sanctu- 
ary: Think what it is to be the Lord's; conſider 
the Troubles and Difficulties, as well as Pleaſures 
and Rewards, that are like to follow your giving 
your Hearts to God; and ſo conclude upon doing it. 
Bleſſed be God, we need not fear recommending 
Conſideration to you in this matter; for the Odd: 
is apparently on the ſide of Religion; and Argu- 
ments there are for this, abundantly outweigh all 
that can be ſaid to the contrary. We ſhall lay 
them before you in their proper place: You muſt 
take a view of them, and from a ſenſe of their 
force, give your Hearts unto God; that you may act, 
not 45 Fools, but as Wiſe. 

5thly, See that you be ſincere in the giving your 
Hearts unto God. You cannot deceive God : He 
ſearcheth all Hearts, and tryeth the Reins, and fully 
knows what you do in this matter: But take care 
you do not deceive your ſelves. The 
Heart is deceitful above all things, and 
| deſperately wicked, who can know it? And 
therefore this Caution is not needleſs. 

To prevent all Miſtakes, fee 

1. That your Heart be talen off from all thoſe 
things, which hitherto have had Poſſeſſion of it. 
There muſt be a renouncing of all the Idols you 
bave ſet up, and worſhipped; you muſt ſay in 
your Hearts, What have I to do any more with Idols ? 
You mult worſhip the Lord your God, and 
him only muſt you ſerve. There muſt 
be none to rival God: He alone muſt 
be your Sovereign; His Laws alone muſt you obey. 

No Man can ſerve two Maſters : for either 
Mat. 5. 24. he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the 

other > Te cannot ſerve God and Mammon. To think 
to valve it between both, is Hypocritical, and to 
no 


Jer. 17. 9. 


„ 
Mart. 4. 10. 
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no purpoſe. Myoſoever will be a Friend of the World, 
is the Enemy of God, Jam. 4. 4. | 

2. See that you give your ſelves abſolutely to God, 
that you may be ſincere 1n what you do. Let there 
be no manner of Reſerves, or Exceptions, or Limi- 
tations, Or Conditions, in this Deed of Gift, of your 
Hearts to God. Do not ſay within your ſelves, 
Lord! I will be thine, if thou wilt do thus, and 
© rhus for me; or if thou wilt put me only upon 
© ſuch, and ſuch Service; ſo far I am willing to 
© follow thee, but no farther : This I will do, but 
© not that. Our Hearts are not right with God, 
where it is thus. But you ſhow'd be ſaying, Lord, 
© here Tam! I give my ſelf to thee, what would 
© thou have me to do? Or what would'ſt thou have 
© me to be? Do with me even as thou pleaſeſt ; 
tis not for me to preſcribe to thee, what thou 
© ſhould'ſt do with thine own: What God com- 
© mands ſhall be done; what his Will is concernin 
© me, (by the = of his Grace) ſhall be ſubmit- 
© ted to, without diſputing. And, which this may 
imply, | 

3. That you may be ſincere in 200 your Hearts 
to God; ſee that you do it with a purpoſe never to 
Reverſe the Deed. You muſt not leave to your 
ſelves a Power of Revocation: This will not ſtand 
with Sincerity. There muſt be a Deſire and Re- 
ſolution to be the Lord's for Life, nay, His for 
eEVEY. 

6thly, Be free and hearty in giving your ſelves to 
the * ; 15 this be das — Cotes, 
not Gruagingly, or of Neceſſity : for God 2 Cor. 9. 7. 
loveth a chearful Giver: You ſhou'd take 
pleaſure in thinking of being the Lord's; you ſhou'd 
count it a Mercy and Privilege to be his, and that 
he does you a Favour, an Honour, in accepting of 
your Hearts; and give them to him heartily, as unto 
the Lord. If you find in your ſelves any Backward- 


neſs 
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neſs to be his, be not eaſy under it; but earneſtly 
pray to God, for his Grace, to ſub4ue you to him- 
ſelf, making you willing in the Day of hus Power. 

7thly, Giue God your Hearts, with Shame, Humi- 
lietion, and Repentance, for your Sin and Folly, in 
having ſo long with-held them from him. Don't 
think your being Young, is a ſatisfactory Plea, for 
having done this no ſooner; but look on your 
ſelves as verily Guilty concerning this matter. 

God had a Right to your Hearts, as ſoon as ever you 
came into the World; he formed them for himſelf; 
and it was fit his Right ſhou'd have been acknow- 
ledged by you, as ſoon as you were of Under- 
ſtanding to do it. All the while you have neg- 
lected this, you have been Rebelling againſt God: 
When therefore, by this means, you are return- 
ing to Him, and your Duty, *tis abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, that you Reyent you of your Wickedneſs, 
ſaying, What have I done? that you be aſhaw'd at 
the Thoughts of it, and bluſb to lift up your Face 
to God; and that with true Contrition, and Sorrow 
of Heart, you, ſmite upon your Breaſt, crying out, 
God be mercifulſlo me à Sinner, Luke 18.13. 

8thly, Give your ſelves unto God, without any 
delay. God calls not for your Promiſes of future 
Obedience; but Performance of preſent Duty. 
Now ariſe, and be doing. It has been put off too 
long already; put it off no longer. The time paſt 
of your Lives (I ſpeak to the Youngeſt, who can 
uaderſtand the Meaning of what 1 ſay) may ſuffice 
you, to have walked in Vanity and Sin The Day 
is too far gone already; it :s high time to awake 
out of ſleep, and let God have your Hearts. 

We are not to ſay to our Neighbour, when he 
comes for his Debts, or asks us for an Alms, which 

his preſſing Neceſlities loudly call for ; 

Prov. 3. 28. Go and come Again, and to morrow I will 
give; when we have it hy us! And is 5 

« 
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| SK. i 
fit to ſay this to God ? Delays are implicit Denials, 
and ſo he underſtands them. He expects an im- 
mediate Anſwer to his talls. 
my face; and your Hearts ſhou'd readily return, 
Thy face, Lord, will we ſeek. 5 

Laſtly, Give your Hearts to God, ſo eæpreſy, 


as that you may take notice of what you- do; 


may never forget your having done it; and that 
the Remembrance df it, as long as you live, may 
be as a Spur to quicken you, to walk as thoſe 
that are the Lord's. | LENS 

It may be proper to do this, not only in Heart, 
but in Words: Take with you Words, and — 
turn to the Lord; ſay to him, Take away Hof th, 2. 
all Iniquity, and receive us graciouſly. of 

And (as Mr. Aleine, and others adviſe) it may 
be very well to do this in Writing alſo. Snbſcribe 
with your Hand a Deed of Gift of your ſelves to 
God; and keep it by you, as a Memorial of what 
has paſs'd between him and your Souls. In Mr. 
Philip Henry's. Lift, there is a Form of Words, in 
which this may run, which for its ſhortneſs 
and fulneſs, 1 ſhall tranſcribe: -*1 take God the 
& Father to be my chiefeſt Good, and higheſt End. 
&« | take God the Son to be my Prince and Saviour. 
ce I take God the Holy Ghoſt to be Santtifier, 
tc Teacher, Guide, and Comforter. I take the Word 
© of Go to be my Rule in all my Actions: And * "I 
4 People of God to be my People in all Conditions. 
4 J do likewiſe devote and dedicate unto the Lord, 
«K my whole Self, all 1 am, all I have, and all I 
ce can do. And this I do deliberately, ſincerely, 
cc freely and for ever, Amen. So ſay, and ſo do 
(as he us'd to tell his Children when they had 
repeated this) and you are made for ever. 

I only add, having done this, having given 
God your Hearts. You wou'd do well to Seal 
the” Deed in the ran of the Lord's Supper, 

” ol 


Now he ſays, Seek ye i 


. e 3 2% | 
as ſoon as you can do it with Knowledge. and 
ra Underſtanding. Every one having Know- 
Neb. 10. 28. ledge and Underſtanding, = into 4 
N Curſe, and into an Oath, to walk in God's 
am, &c. This may be a means of furniſhing you 
with Strength to make good ſour Engagements to 
God. And thus have 1 laid before you ſome Rule; 
to be.obſerv'd in the giving God your Hearts. 

3. 1 am to endeavour, by ſome proper Argu- 
ments, to perſuade you to give God your Hearts. 
Izhis is as neceſſary a part of my Diſcourſe, as 
either of the former; nay, I am apt to think, the 
_ moſt-neceſſary;: For (generally ſpeaking) we have 

more need of Quickning, than Inſtruction... And 
the words that have been ſpoken, will be the ſavour 

of Death unto Death; and not the ſavour of Life unto 

Lie; unleſs it pleaſes God to open your Hearts, to 
attend to the things I have yet to offer to your ſeri- 
.ous: Conſideration. | 3 1 
0 Father of Spirits ! who haſt the Hearts of al 
tin thine: Hands, and turneſt them wh'therſoever 

thou wilt, work mightily with this Word; do 

thou work, and who ſhall lett it? by 

Pͤhere are three Notions that we may have of 
—— each of which is a Spring of Arguments, 

roper to perſuade you to give God your Hearts. We 
may conſider it either as a Command, or as a Counſel, 
Ar as a Requeſt, God commands you to give him your 

Hearts; he counſels and adviſes you to this; and het 

alſo intreats and beſeeches you to do it. 

tit, You ſhou'd give God your Hearts, becauſe he 
commands you to do it: My Son, give me thine Heart 
There is Love aud Tenderneſs in the Words; bit 
there is alſo Authority; and 'tis Rebellion againl: 
Heaven, not to obey em. Let Touth, let Childre 
conſider this: The great Sovereigu of the World 

He who has all Power in his Hands, Be who cai 
ſtrike you dead whenever he pleaſes; He, I fa) 
command 
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commands you to give him your Heart; and dare 
and you refuſe? | | „ 
now- Conſider, 1. This is a Reaſonable Command, and 
to 4 therefore it ſhou'd be obey'd; it ĩs bur Reaſonable Ser- 
God's vice, to preſent our, Bodies, our ſelves to Go. No- 
you thing more ſo. We owe our ſelves to him; and 
ts to when we give our ſelves to God, we do but pay a juſt 
Rule: | Debt. Conſider, you that are Young, you are the 
Lord's by right: Are you not his that hath made 
rgu- you? Hath rhe Potter power over the Clay which he 
bath formed? And hath not God power, over you, 
e, a whom he has form'd ? Are you not his, who pre- 
, the ſerves you in Life, in whom you live, and move, and 
have have your being? And is it not Reaſonable then, 
And that you ſhou'd be willing to be hz, and to become 
vou his by your own Act and Deed. 
unt 2. This Command, Give God your Hearts, is his 
ts, te firſs and great Commandment: It is the main thing 
ſeri- chat God inſiſts on; what he wou'd have you to 
do in the firſt place. £8 
of all] God will have no reſpect at all to any Service 
zeverſ that you offer up to him, as long as you with-hald 
; dof your Hearts from him. You may as well think to 
buiid a Houſe without layiag a Foundation, as to 
ve off ſerve God, and be really Religious in any reſpect, 
ents, without giving your Hearts to him: For this, as 
Wel has been hinted, is the Foundation of all Religious 


unſeh Practice. Your Sabbaths, and calling of Aſſemblies, 
v, and moſt ſolemn Meetings, are Iniquity; when ye ſpread 
nd hel forth your hands, God will hide his eyes from yon; 


yea, when ye make many Prayers, he will not hear; 


iſe he where this Command, Give me thine Heart, is not 
Heart obey'd. So that you may even as well reſolve, 
„ bu not to do any thing in Religion, not to Pray, 
gain not to Hear, not to Read, not to do your Duty 
ildref in any one Inſtance of ir, as reſolve not to do this. 


Jorl 
o Call 
1 ſay 


mani 


For while this is neglected, the doing of other things 
Will be to no purpoſe. 
| GC 3 HS 
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3. This Commandment is good: Lo this (the gi- 
viag your Hearts to God ) we have 
ſearched it, ſo it is; hear it, and know Job x. 27. 
thou it, for thy good. It is good for 
| Youth, good for Children, good for Al, to give God 
their Hearts. It is their Intereſt, and therefore 
their Wiſdom, to do the Will of God in this re- 
ſpect. But this brings us to another Head of Ar- 
guments. | &-- 
2dly, We may conſider the Text as a Counſel, or 
Advice. Solomon, the wiſeſt of Men, gives this 
Counſel to Touth, Let God have your Hearts : But 
which is more, God himſelf counſels yon to this 
for Solomon ſpake by Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. 
He, who is the Father of Lights, the Fountain of 
Wiſdom, out of whoſe Mouth cometh Knowledge and 
Underſtanding, thus counſels you. Do any of you 
think you know better than God, what is for 
your good? Will you reject the Counſel of God, 
and lean to your own Underſtanding ? Has God 
eſtabliſhed the World by his Wiſdom, and founded the 
Earth by his Diſcretion ? And ſhall Fain Men, ſhall 
Toung Men, ſhall Children think that they are wiſer 
than God ? 
Let me obſerve concerning this Counſel, which 
Cod gives us in the Text. Firſt, that it is ſafe; 
we commonly ſay, In the Multitude of Counſellors 
there is ſafety; tho' this is not a general Rule, 
without its Exceptions : But in God's Counſel, there 
is always ſafety.. Tris is a Fountain of Life, to 
depart from the Snares of Death. He that waiketh 
| wprightly, according to this Counſel, walketh ſurely. 
Diſcretion ſhall preſerve him, Underſtanding ſball keey 
| him. Whoſo bearkeneth unto it, fhall dwell ſafely, 
and ſhall be quiet from fear of Evil. None ſo ſafe 
as thoſe who have given themſelves to God. 
Their Souls are in ſafe hands; they have com- 
mitted them to God, and they know whom they 
| have 
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have believed, and are perſuaded that he is able to 
keep that which they have committed unto him againſ 
that day. He will keep them by his Power, through 
Faith unto Salvation, 1 Pet. 1. 5. | 

Their Bodies alſo are in ſafety : God gives bis 
Angels charge over them, to keep them in 
all their ways No evil ſhall befal them; Pf. 51. 10,1. 
no Plague ſhall come nigh them, but, 
what ſhall in the end be for their greater good. 
And tho” Death ſhalt feed on them, and their | 
Beauty ſhall conſume in the Grave; they 1 Cor. 15. 4. 
ſhall be raiſed in Power, and faſhioned | 
like unto Chriſt's Glorious Body. And Phil. 3. 21. 
God will guide them with his Counſel, in 
the management of their Affairs in the World; 
they ſhall be order'd in a wiſe and gracious man- 
ner. All things ſhall work together fir BIDS 
goods to them that give their Hearts to Rom. 8. 28. 


But ſuch as have not done this, are far fom 
ſafety : When they ſhall ſay Peace and Safety, then ſud- 
den Deſtruction cometh upon them, as Travail upon 4 
Woman with Child, and they ſhall not eſcape. How 
can we be ſafe, when God is our Enemy; when 
his Law has condemn'd us to Hell, and when we 
know not how ſoon the Sentence may be put in 
Execution ? Do you bleſs your ſelves in your Hearts, 
ſaying, I ſhall haue Peace, tho” I do not give my ſelf 
to God, the Lord will not ſpare ,you | 
but the Anger of the Lord, and his Fealouſie Deut 23. 
ſhall ſmoke againſt you; and the Lord 19, 29. 
ſhall ſeparate you unto evil; and all the 
Curſes, that are written in the Book of the Law, ſhall 
lie upon you. SE - Bo G7 

Secondly, This Counſel of God, to = him our 
Hearts, is Profitable : In following it there is great 
Reward. It is good for us to walk by God's Counſels; 
when we ſee them at noughr,, we forſake our own 
Adereies. | None 
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None ſo happy, as thoſe that have given God 
their Hearts. Say ye to ſuch, that it 

Lai. 3. 10. | ſhall be well with them: For they ſhall eat 
the Fruit of their Doings 5 and that both 


in this World, and in the other. Godlineſ (which 


in this they lay the Foundation of) :« 

1 Tim z. 8. Profitable unto all things; having Promiſe 
| of the Life that now is, and of that which 
Pſalm 34. is to come. Come, ye Children, hearken un- 
to me: I. will teach you the Fear of the 

Lord. Who is there of you that loveth Life, and 
wou'd ſee good Days? let him give his Heart unto 
Gd: For the Eyes of the Lord are upon ſuch as do 
this; and his Ears are. open unto their Cry. They cry, 
and the Lord beareth, and delivereth them out of all 
their Troubles. O tafte and fee that the Lord is good! 
Bleſſed is the Man that gives God his Heart. When 
his Fleſb and Heart faileth, God will be 

Pſal. 73. 26. the Strength of his Heart, and his Portion 
for ever. His Heart may be glad, and 

his Glory rejoice; his Fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in hope: For 
he will zor leave his Soul in Hell; but ſhew him the 
Path of Life; and in God's Preſence, he 

Pſalm 16. ſhall have fulnefs of Foy; and at his right 
band, Pleaſures for evermore. Thus ſhall 


it be done unto thoſe that give their Hearts unto 


God. Oh! Let not any of you be ſuch Fools, and 
fo ſlow of heart to believe the Truth of theſe things, 
as to reject the Counſel of God againſt your 

Heb. 10. 23. ſelves. For he is faithful that promiſed : 
t King. 5. 56. And not one word ſhall fail, of all: his 

oo Fromiſes. | 

3dly, The Text may be conſider'd as an ear- 
neſt Suit, or Requeſt : My Son, Give me thine Heart. 
God beſeeches Joung Perſons, to give him their Hearts. 
The Thought is aftoniſhing. , May we not ſay with- 
in our ſelves; If I give God my Heart, what will 
© it profit him? whatadvantage will it be to him ? 
5 K ol 
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t or what: receives he of mine hand? What ſignifies 
© the-Service- of ſach a poor Creature as I am, to 
him, Who has the whole Hoſt of Heaven, all the 
© mighty Angels at his Beck? And does he fue to 
me for it? What infinite Grace! what amazing 
© Condeſcenſion is this! I #his' the manner of Man, 
o Lord God ? Whence is this to me, that thè great 
© God, whoſe is the Earth, and the Fulneſi thereof, 
© ſhou'd ſue to me for my Heart? For the greateſt 
Monarch on Earth, to become a Suitor to the mean- 
eſt Beggar, in' the filthieſt Rags, and moſt loath- 
ſome Circumſtances, is but x faint Reſemblance.of 
this Grace and Condeſcenſion, God ſhews. in ſuing 
to you ? And will you deny him? Shall his Suit be 
in vain ? Shall he ave have your Hearts? 
Let me obſerve here, nue! 

'1#, How Importunate God: is in this matter 
Hare you not given him à flat and petemptory 
. Denial, one time after another? and yet (like a 

Paſſionate Lover) he willttake no Anſwer; he will 
not bh. put .o off: He paſſes by many Slights and Af- 
© fronts, you have been guilty of, and renews and 
continues his Suit; and waits for a more favoura- 
eb ira to fee if you will conſent to his 
fals another time. He is long- ſuffering to you- 
ward, not willing that you: ſpon d periſp, 
but cans 'rs Kepent ance. He waits, that - 2 Pet. 5. 5. 
be may be Gracious wnto you, waits, that he. Hoſ. 11. 9. 
ay have 7 2757 yon. Is not this his 
1155 nage? How ſhall I #ive'thee up ? hom ſhall I de- 
liver thee a Admah ? how ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim ? 
Ainet Heart is turned within me; my Reyentings are 
< tindled together. ] know not how to do it. G that 
thou woufd'ſt hearken to my Voice! As 7 Live, 
e have no pleaſure in thy Death, but that thou turn 
© from thy way and live : Turn thee, turn 


© thee from thy evil ways; for "why wilt Back. 35 11. 
thou die. Thus God pleads with you F 


in 
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in his Word, by his, Spirit, and by his Miniſters; 
and do not his Providenges, many times, ſpeak the 
fame Language? Gonhder... 4; of... .-. | 
Nabe. With what melting, moving Arguments, 
God backs and enforces his Suit. Conſider : 
What great things he does offer you in return 
for your Hearts. Give him but your Hearts, and 1) 
0 
n 


de will give you Himſelf for your Portion; his Son 


for your Saviour; his Spirit for your Sanifier and 
Comforter, his Power ſhall protect you; his Wiſdom 
ſhall guide you; his Goodyeſ, and Mercy ſhall ſupply ff © 
all your Wants; his Promiſes ſhall be your Heri- 
rage; your Sins ſhall be all pardoned; your Perſon: 
juſtified; and you ſhall. be number'd amongſt his 
Children; and if Children, then Heirs ; Heirs of God, | /* 
and joint Heirs with Chriſt, of a Glorious and Ever- 
laſting Inheritance; Which you ſhall be brought to] 
the Poſſeſſion of, when you are of Age; made meet 
for'it.: Conſider 816... n « +1 de 
What terrible things be threatens you with, in] 2" 
caſe of Refuſal. Thus it ſhall be, if you are Je 
willing; but if you refuſe, be it at your peril. If In 
God may not have your Hearts, hel] your 
avowed Enemy. He'll ſet his face 4. 
Deut. 28. 16. gainſt you for evil; his Curſe ſhall; be 
upon you, and lie upon you in every 
State. You can have no true Peace and Comfor 
in this World, and Szares (or quick Burning Coals) 
Fire and Brimſtone, and an horrible Tem 9% 
Pſat. 11. 6. peſt, ſhall. be the Portion of your Cup 1! here 
the other. So that God. does ſet befor: 
you the Way of Life, and the Way. of Death; chooſ the . 
you which you will walk in. Thus does he en knon 
force his Suit. | you. 
And now what ſhall 1 ſay more? For Gov I 
Saxe, that his End in Creating you, in Prefer 
ving you, and in Sparing you, may be anſwer d 
that he may have ſome Service from you hy 
ety 
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Return! for all his Love and Kindneſs to you, Give 
him your Hearts. | 
the For Cunlsr's Sax E, that his Blond may not 
be ſhed in vain, as to you; that he may ſee of 
Ns, the Travail of bis Soul, and be ſatisfied; that his 
| Inheritance and Poſſeſſion may be enlarged, Give God 


urn „r Hearts. 

and “ For the Spinrr's Saks, that his Grace may 
ger not be received in vain; that his Motions may no 
an” more be reſiſted; that he may no longer be grieved 
570 and vexed, Give God your Hearts. 


For the NATriox's SAx R, that you may make u 
the Hedge, and ſtand in the Gap before God for the 
Inis Land, that he ſhou d not deſtroy it, Let him have 
pour Hearts. 

For the Saxs OF Your Mixisr ERS, Give God 

your Hearts. If when we have preach'd to others, we 
our ſelves are not Caſt-aways, thoſe whom we have 
been inſtrumental of perſuading to do this, will be 
z | our Foy and our Crown, at the Coming of the Lord 
Feſus, and make us ſhine with the greater Luſtre 
1. 1 in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
For the SAkE or Your Religious Parents and 
| Fxr1BNDs, that your Father and Mother may be 
lad, and ſhe that bare thee may rejoice; and that 
all that long for your Welfare, may have joy of 
you, Give God your Hearts. 

And Laſtly, For Your own Saxts, Give God 
your Hearts. Wou'd you be happy now; happy 
hereafter; happy in Lift; happy in Death; happy 
Ito all Erernity: Let God have your Hearts. By 
Ihe Aſercies of God, I beſeech you to do this: And 
knowing the Terrors of the Lord, I wou'd fain perſuade 

ou. 
; Think, O think of what has been laid before 
you ! Earneſtly beg of God to ſet it home on your 
Minds, and make you feel the force of it. 
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And if you have any Inclination, any Deſire 
to be the Lord's, fall in with it immediately; 
ive nor Sleep to thine Eyes, nor Slumber to thine 
Eye-lids, till thou haſt = the Thoughts of thine 
1 into Action, and haſt given thy ſelf unto 
God. . ANT 

Let not thoſe that are Joung, let not the Toungeſt 


be ſaying, That it is time enough to think of 


giving themſelves to God, a Year. or two hence; 
or a Month, or Week or two hence, will better 


ſait them for the doing of this, than the preſent. 


Seaſon; another time they. ſhall be more at lei- 
ſure for this, than they are now. If you are got 
no farther than this, I have little hopes what J 
have ſaid will ſerve to any good purpoſe. If this 
Work be put off, *tis ten thouſand to one but 
tis never done. 

The ſame Objections that you make againſt 
Going it now, will be as ſtrong, nay, in all Pro- 
hability, ſtronger another time. Whatever may 
be pretended. the true Reaſon of all your Delays, 


is the Luſts of your own Heart; aud the longer. 


this is delay'd, the greater the Power of your 
Luſts will be. The more we are accuſtomed. to ds 
evit, the greater difficulty we ſhall find in learn- 
ing to dy good. | | 
Beſides, you have no Leaſe of your Lives, an 
if you put off the giving your Hearts unto God, 
you may die before the time comes that you ſet 
tor the doing it. And what a ſad caſe wou'd you 
be in, if God ſhou'd require your Souls of you, before 
you have committed them to him. 
Or the Spirit af God may leave you to your ſelves; 
your Conſciences may be ſear'd with an hot Iron, and 
you may be paſt Feeling; and not ſo much as think 
of giving your ſelves to God. You cannot bur be 
ſenſible, that there are Thouſands in the World 
that haye not the leaſt Deſire to be his; Time = 
5 WARER 
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when this was your Caſe; and why may it not be 
ſo again? Is it not very likely that it ſhou'd be ſo, 
when you are grieving and provoking the Spirit? 
to whoſe Motions, the Deſires you now have, are 
all wing. 1 a9f--- . ae: 

Farther, The Tounger you are, the better. Touth 
is more proper for this Work, than Age. If you 
give your ſelves to God in your Youth, you will 
have leſs difficulty in doing this, than others meet 
with. You'll not have ſo many Sins to repent of; 
not ſuch ſtrong Habits-of Luſt to be broken off, as 
others have; your Hearts are not ſo hard as theirs, 
who have liv'd longer in Sin; and the Spirit's Work 
will go on more kindly in you, than in them. 

And to do this now, in your Toth, will be bet- 
ter taken, than to put it off to more advanced 
Years God loves the firſt Fruits; tis pleaſing to 
him, to ſee Toung ones, to ſee Children giving him 
their Hearts. The Kindneſs df their Touth ſhall be 
remembred, and ſhall not loſe its Reward. The 
Younger you are when you give your ſelves to God, 
the Fairer you bid for the choiceſt of his Bleſſings, 
and the greateſt Portion of them; the Happier you 
are like to be in this World, the greater Glory you 
are like to have in the other, and in the more 
Triumphing a manner are you like to pals to it. 

And is it thus! (as certainly it is) Say not that 
you are too Toung to give your ſelves unto God, 
but ariſe and be doing. It is a Remarkable Day; 
the Beginning of a New Year; a Day in which 
ſome uſe to give Gifts to their Friends; a very fit 
Day indeed to give your Hearts unto God. You 
can take no ſurer way to have a happy New Tear. 

God knows what great Changes we may ſee be- 
fore this Year is run out, if we ſfhou'd live to the 
end of it. Many Perſons do fear ſome terrible 
Fudgments are coming upon us. The Peſtilence, 
that waſteth at Noon-day, is taking its Progreſs; the 
Guards 


4 


L * 1 | 
2 that ha ve been ſet, in other Counties, 60 
keep the Paſſes again(t)5e; have: got been able to 
it: God knows! how ſdon it may croſs: the 
and invade u If hs ſpeaks but the Word, 
is. done. Bot, let this, or any other fore Judg- 
cow come u upon us, give your ſelves unto/God; 
I am fur however it fares with others; it 
be well with you. Come what will, you'll de 
& taken tare of. God has his Chambers, in which to 
5$+25"- hide thoſe that are h, for à little n- 
rn 36 10. ment, until the Indi gnat ion be ove a 
And either he will” deliver you (ch 
the common Calamity, covering you with his Feathers, 
and ander his Mingt; or if you, with others, are a 
Prey to it, you mall be comforted and ſupported 
under it; 4 your Day is, ſo ſhall your Str — 
and it ſhall work for nt a x more ExCo 18 
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